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State of Indiana 

Commission for Higher Education 

 

Minutes of Meeting 

 

Thursday, November 13, 2014  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

 The Commission for Higher Education met in regular session starting at 1:00 p.m. at Indiana 

University-Purdue University Indianapolis, Campus Center, 420 University Boulevard, 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 with Chairman Dennis Bland presiding. 

  

 ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

 Members Present: Gerald Bepko, Dennis Bland, Sarah Correll, Susana Duarte de Suarez, Jud 

Fisher, Lisa Hershman, Allan Hubbard, Chris LaMothe, Chris Murphy, Dan Peterson, John Popp, 

and Caren Whitehouse. 

 

Members Absent: Jon Costas 

 

 CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

Chairman Bland began his remarks with an expression of thanks. On behalf of the Commission, 

Mr. Bland thanked IUPUI leadership for hosting the campus tour and reception the previous 

night, and for hosting the meeting today. He invited Dr. Charles Bantz, IUPUI Chancellor, to give 

welcoming remarks. Chancellor Bantz welcomed the Commission to IUPUI and thanked the 

Commission for their support of improving success in graduation rates. Dr. Bantz thanks the 

Commission members for their service and great commitment to the State of Indiana. Mr. Bland 

responded by congratulating IUPUI on their continued success.  

 

Mr. Bland welcomed Chris LaMothe back to the Commission. He provided a brief background on 

Mr. LaMothe, stating that he served in an At-Large seat in the past but is now serving as the 

Commission’s 5th Congressional District representative. Mr. LaMothe is currently Executive 

Vice President of the Transportation and Industrial Sector for Element Materials Technology. 

Previously, Mr. LaMothe served as the President and CEO of the Indiana Chamber of Commerce, 

including serving as Chairman of the new Economic Vision 2025. He added that Mr. LaMothe 

has a passion for higher education and the Commission is delighted to see him rejoin the 

membership. In response, Mr. LaMothe stated that he is delighted to be back. 

  

Mr. Bland said, as he had mentioned at the previous meeting, the issue of sexual assault and 

sexual violence on college campuses has a heightened focus as we head into legislative session. 

The Commission, in partnership with Representative Brooks, hosted a meeting at Ivy Tech 

Central campus on October 20th concerning these issues. Mr. Bland told the Commission 

members that this conversation is only beginning with Indiana institutions and that they will 

continue to address this issue in the Commission’s Public Square discussion today concerning 

“quality of life on campus.” Mr. Bland said that this is not necessarily a male or female issue but 

rather an issue of humanity. As the Commission, he said it’s their moral responsibility to raise the 

issues and make sure everyone knows that they care about the issue, the students and the holistic 

experience of the students. 
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Finally, Mr. Bland announced that after this meeting, Sarah Correll will be chairing the second 

meeting of the Student Completion Council. He emphasized that it is a testament to the dedication 

of these students that many have joined us for the Commission meeting today. He said the 

meeting will take place in the same room as the Commission meeting and encouraged everyone 

to stay and be a part of that discussion as well. He said he had the privilege of observing the last 

meeting of the council in September and it is both inspiring and instructive to hear the thoughts 

and ideas of these students.  

 

 COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 

 

Commissioner Lubbers began her report discussing how leading up to a budget legislative year is 

always a busy time at the Commission. Ms. Lubbers says that the entire staff pitches in at some 

level, but gave a special thanks to Matt Hawkins, the Commission’s Chief Financial Officer, the 

Finance Team and to Sarah Ancel, the Commission’s Legislative Director, for the excellent work 

product they are bringing to the Commission today for consideration. Ms. Lubbers stated that she 

really believe this process was better this year than ever – with streamlined, clear directions to 

institutions and a transparent process to compile the Commission’s recommendations. 

 

Ms. Lubbers announced that joining the Commission for her first meeting is the Commission’s 

new Assistant Office Coordinator, Joan Gabig. Ms. Lubbers said that she has hit the ground 

running and will be a great addition to the Commission’s work. While Yevgeniya will be missed, 

her shoes have been filled with a very capable person. A graduate of IUPUI, she has experience 

in health care, customer service, and is well trained in technological fields. Ms. Lubbers said they 

are delighted to have her on board. Ms. Lubbers also extended a welcome to Chris LaMothe and 

expressed excitement that he would be spending an additional tenure with the Commission. 

 

Ms. Lubbers continued by saying that the Commission will recall the resolution that was passed 

establishing a statewide goal of cutting the completion gap in half by the year 2018 and 

eliminating it by 2025. She recognized that the Commission knows this is a heavy lift, but 

announced the Commission is reaching out to the minority community to partner with them in 

this important work. On October 14
th
, she met with the NAACP to present data and policies 

related to improving college success in the African-American community. She said that, again, 

this year she will be serving as a co-chair for next month’s Masked Ball, the annual fundraising 

event for the UNCF. The national UNCF chair, Michael Lomax, spoke at the Commission 

meeting when the Commission adopted the achievement gap resolution. 

 

Ms. Lubbers reported that the previous morning she provided opening remarks for the 2014 

Indiana Latino Education Summit, the first annual convening to bring together students, 

advocates and parents to provide information and support focused on increasing completion rates 

for Latino students. The theme of the meeting was Solutions that Work. The event was sponsored 

by the Indiana Latino Institute which is the oldest Latino statewide nonprofit organization serving 

Latino Hoosiers. Ms. Lubbers shared data from the Commission’s Completion Reports and the 

Commission’s commitment to partner with them to improve the college going and success rates 

of Latino students.  

 

Ms. Lubbers wanted to let the Commission know the staff is beginning to frame the process to 

develop an updated strategic plan. Reaching Higher was adopted in 2008 and updated in 2012 as 

Reaching Higher, Achieving More. It is the Commission’s recommendation that it be updated 

again by the fall of 2015 to reflect the changing landscape of higher education. 
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Ms. Lubbers concluded by stating that those members who have served on the Commission for a 

while know that the Commission and members of the General Assembly have been considering 

the role and governance structure of regional campuses. In a more targeted way, PolicyAnalytics 

was commissioned by the Northeast Indiana Regional Partnership to develop an analysis of the 

issues related to the roles and governance of IPFW. She commended to the Commission members 

the reading of that report which can be found on the Commission website. The study offers 

recommendations around the areas of degree production, funding, regional/employer involvement 

and governance. This work continues and may be reflected in the legislative initiatives in the 

upcoming session. 

 

 CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER, 2014 COMMISSION 

MEETING  

    

 R-14-08.1 RESOLVED:  That the Commission for Higher Education hereby 

approves the Minutes of the October, 2014 regular meeting (Motion – 

Murphy, second – Hubbard, unanimously approved)  

 

II. PUBLIC SQUARE 

 

A. Quality of Life on Campus 

 

In his introductory comments, Chairman Bland reminded the Commission members 

that over the past few months, the Commission has generated a discussion on the 

issues of campus safety and sexual violence on college campuses. The Commission 

continues this discussion with a Public Square focused on Quality of Life on 

Campus. 

 

Mr. Bland introduced the panelists joining the Commission meeting: State 

Representative Christina Hale; Rachel Green, Senior Advisor of the Culture of Care 

at Indiana University Bloomington; Alysa Rollock, Vice President for Ethics and 

Compliance at Purdue University; and Claire Aigotti, General Counsel at Butler 

University. Commissioner Lubbers was moderating the panel discussion. 

 

Commissioner Lubbers thanked Mr. Bland and began the discussion by stating that 

the Commission has already made a strong commitment to addressing this national 

issue. She said the Commission has spent a lot of time focusing on academic quality 

and, as encouraged by Chairman Bland, has extended this to a discussion to quality 

of life. 

 

Ms. Lubbers said that campus safety is very important if students are going to be 

successful, and that a lack of campus safety could actually get in the way of 

persistence or completion from college campus. She mentioned that Indiana’s 

colleges and universities have been addressing these issues in various ways and have 

brought them to the Commission’s attention.   

 

Ms. Lubbers stated that the Commission cosponsored a convening with 

Representative Susan Brooks on October 20, 2014, bringing together over 20 

colleges and universities in the state, to discuss a bipartisan piece of legislation, in 

which Representative Brooks is a co-chair, which is working its way through 

Congress. She said that this session will help determine the gaps in this area, if these 
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gaps are being addressed at the Federal and/or the institutional level, and if there is a 

need a need for state policy to address these issues. 

 

Ms. Lubbers thanked the panelists for joining the discussion and began by asking 

Representative Hale to speak to the work being done in this area and why she takes 

interest in this issue.  

 

Representative Hale began by expressing her gratitude to the Commission and its leadership 

on this issue, stating that she sees Indiana as taking the first steps to create a statewide model 

for this nationwide problem. Representative Hale provided from background information on 

this issue; according for the Center for Disease Control (CDC), 1 in 6 high school age girls 

have been raped or sexually assaulted before they enter the higher education system with an 

untold number of boys, rating Indiana second worst in the nation. Representative Hale said 

that although the legal definition of rape in Indiana has been updated as part of the Criminal 

Code Revision bill enacted on July 1 of this year, the minimum sentencing guidelines for rape 

crimes was also lowered, and this is a concern she along with several colleagues in the 

Statehouse are addressing in upcoming legislation. She stated that there are differences 

between forms of rape, sexual assault, date rape, random acts of violence, child molestation 

and incest, and that these are complicated issues that can impact a student before they enter 

the higher education system. 

 

Representative Hale said that last year an amendment was made to Senator Jim Merritt’s 

Lifeline Bill, and the Lifeline Law, to include incidents of sexual assault, so that students may 

report these crimes be indemnified from legal ramifications. This is in the attempt to break 

down the barriers of reporting because these crimes are probably underreported. She said 

another portion of this bill involved a study being conducted in the field right now led by Dr. 

John Parrish Brown from IUPUI. Dr. Brown is the study Director and cofounder of the 

IUPUI School for Public Global Health Communications. The study will address that types 

crimes that should be include in issues of sexual assault, with a focus on the role of new 

emerging technology, which they added into the bill. She said Indiana laws do not properly 

address crimes committed with emerging technology, and is a concern since so many people 

have access to cameras, video players, social media sites, and other forms of technology that 

serve as a platform for sexual trafficking, human trafficking, blackmail between students, and 

sexual blackmail. She emphasized that there is still so much unknown information at this 

point, and they hope this study will provide more information so that we can create best 

practices in our State to better address these issues. 

 

Representative Hale said that one of the issues that seemed to be a concern among everyone 

at the October 20
th
 convening that that Indiana lacks a definition of consent, and she along 

with several colleagues in the Statehouse are considering this issue as well as the lowered the 

minimum sentencing guideline for rape. 

 

Commissioner Lubbers thanked Representative Hale for her comments and asked Ms. Green 

to describe the work of Culture of Care on Indiana University Bloomington’s campus and 

provide her thoughts about bystander training. 

 

Ms. Green explained that she is one of the Senior Advisors of the Culture of Care, a student 

led, staff supported initiative, with four focus areas, one of which is sexual wellbeing which 

really focuses on sexual assault prevention and response efforts from a student perspective. 

The other areas Culture of Care focuses on are respect, mental health awareness and drug and 

alcohol awareness, though the primary focus is bystander intervention. Through their 90 
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minute program called Step Up IU, they have trained more than 2,000 students in the past 

two years. They talk to students about various scenarios they might find themselves in on 

campus, asking students to consider how to handle the situation and how to intervene when 

someone is in need. 

 

Ms. Green said that her involvement in this issue also extends to a number of more informal 

experiences on campus, such as her service on the Executive Council, part of the Student 

Welfare Initiative for IU. Currently, the Student Welfare Initiative is conducting a campus 

climate survey to evaluate the environment of sexual wellbeing on campus. She said many IU 

students are confused about the definition of consent, and this remains one of the biggest 

challenges institutions are experiencing. She posed to the Commission the question of how 

we move forward as a State in regards to alcohol and consent, specifically addressing how we 

ensure consent is obtained when alcohol is involved. 

 

Ms. Green pointed out that even if every university had the best policies and practices to 

address these issues, students are still arriving on campus with 17 years of experiences, and 

unless we need to improve sexual education in high schools and middle schools and those 

efforts or we will not be able to make long term reduction in sexual assault on college 

campuses. She said States that have the lowest rates of sexual assault have the most 

comprehensive sex education programs, which includes discussions of abstinence, building 

healthy relationships and discussions of consent. 

 

In response to Commissioner Lubbers’ request to speak to the Bystanders video, Ms. Green 

explained that to create the video, student actors walked around campus focusing on things in 

each focus area while being videotaped from a distance. They found a huge student response 

for all four focus areas. One example from the video involves a male student, an actor, being 

very derogatory towards a gay couple who were standing by the bus stop and a several 

students, particularly one female student, intervened and said things such as “you need to 

leave,” and “what you are saying is wrong.” At the breaking point, the actor pointed out the 

hidden camera and explained he was a Culture of Care advocate. Culture of Care continues to 

use this example when explaining the video because these students were clearly comfortable 

intervening in this situation and it is a clear sign that Culture of Care is working. Another 

example, although not included in the video, was very important. In a scenario of mental 

health intervention, a male student and a female student sat crying in a very public area on 

campus at separate times, and many people stopped for the female student but no one stopped 

for the male student. She said this is a statement about our culture. 

 

Commissioner Lubbers thanked Ms. Green for her comments and asked Ms. Aigotti to 

describe her involvement with these issue and other human resources and public safety issues 

as well.  

 

Ms. Aigotti began by thanking the Commission for inviting her to represent Butler 

University, and said these issues impact any university, be it public or private, and there is 

very little difference in how they approach these issues. She said that her role as the General 

Counsel at Butler University is to help educate the community. There are a myriad of federal 

laws that are at play here that are sometimes conflicting, and much of her job is spent 

interpreting laws and reeducating the community, faculty and staff when changes are made to 

these policies 

 

Ms. Aigotti said that when a student has been assaulted, the student is made aware of their 

options on both criminal proceeding and campus community levels, and that Butler is 
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required by federal law to address the sexual assault, which is a form of sexual harassment on 

Butler’s campus. She said that we often see that they are working in tandem with a criminal 

matter, so it is important to give deference to the potential criminal action yet be responsive 

to the needs of students. 

She said that when Butler deals with a case that comes under Title IX and campus policies in 

this area, it is often an issue of consent, so clarity around consent is essential. She added that 

the difference between begin a criminal matter versus a Title IX matter is ultimately 

dependent on if a campus policy was violated, making these very difficult issues to navigate 

from a campus standpoint. 

 

Ms. Aigotti stated that, as General Counsel, it is her job to make sure Butler follows its 

policies and procedures and ensure that, if it is a student on student case, support and 

resources are provided to both parties and there is fairness and consistency in the application 

of the policy. These are very time sensitive matters because an investigation and conclusion 

must happen within 60 days of the incident and it is sometimes difficult to obtain necessary 

documentation, including any social media communications between the parties. She stated 

that these are difficult decisions because in the end there are no winners, and both parties are 

often unhappy with the final results. Although these are difficult issues to navigate, there 

seem to be a great deal of dedication on addressing these issues.   

 

Commissioner Lubbers thanked Ms. Aigotti for her comments and asked Ms. Rollock to 

share more information about what is required under federal law and anything else that she 

would like to address to the Commission. 

 

Ms. Rollock began by saying that the health, safety and welfare of students is of utmost 

importance, and Purdue University has been concerned with these issues for many years. She 

said that Purdue tries to make sure that every student knows what resources are available on 

campus to assist them. 

 

Ms. Rollock described the major areas that impact all campuses beginning with Title IX, and 

as the Title IX Coordinator at Purdue, it is her job to oversee the university’s responses to 

sexual violence, sexual harassment, sexual discrimination and any other type of harassment 

or discrimination on campus, and provides that you do not discriminate on the basis of sex or 

gender. She mentioned the Clery Act, which requires universities to provide timely warnings 

of certain crimes that have happened and as well to collect and disseminate information about 

certain types of crimes that are committed on or near campus. She also mentioned the 

amendments to the Violence Against Women Act and other provisions require that education 

and training is required for new students and new employees on campus. 

 

Commissioner Lubbers thanked Ms. Rollock for her comments and asked the panel the 

address this issue of the definition of consent. Ms. Aigotti stated that consent does not have a 

universal definition, and any definition would be very useful, such as California’s more 

recent efforts.  

 

In response to Ms. Lubbers’ question about whether this issue is better addressed at the 

Federal level or the State level, Ms. Aigotti stated that she would welcome a definition of 

consent if anyone could provide it.  

 

In response to Mr. Popp’s question about if California required written consent, and this 

being impractical, Ms. Rollock stated that California and other states are discussing the term 

“affirmative consent,” and urged the Commission to remember that all campuses require that 



  Minutes – November 13, 2014 

 

students give consent, freely and voluntarily, emphasizing that silence or not physically 

resisting a sexual act still does not count as consent. 

 

Representative Hale said that the issue of consent is an issue that needs to be addressed for 

more than just students on college campuses. She said we as a State need a better 

understanding of what consent means throughout the State for everyone in all instances. 

 

In response to Mr. Popp’s questions about alcohol involvement in these issues, Ms. Green 

said that IU is “dry” campus, and students are well aware that they are not supposed to have 

alcohol on campus. She said that students still try to bring alcohol on campus despite this 

policy. 

 

In response to Mr. Popp’s question about enforcement of this policy, Ms. Green said 

the policy is enforced, and believed this applied to students 21 years of age or older.  

 

Ms. Rollock said that on Purdue campuses, students are not permitted to consume alcohol on 

campus and in residence halls, even if they are 21 years of age, but mentioned that alcohol is 

frequently involved in these issues and they do hold people accountable for their behaviors. 

She said that the issue of amnesty often occurs for student victim survivors and witnesses 

who may have consumed alcohol under age or under other substances, and we want to take 

away that barrier to reporting.   

 

Representative Hale mentioned that while the issue of intoxication is important, it is common 

for young people today to experience cyber bullying or virtual blackmailing if a victim does 

not consent or threatens to report the assault. She said there are many things we need to 

consider, many things most of the people in the room have not experienced. 

 

Ms. Duarte De Suarez thanked the panelists for this important conversation and posed the 

question of “reactive” verses “proactive” efforts, such as the IU Culture of Care, and asked 

the panelists to share what other programs on their campuses work proactively on these 

issues. 

 

Ms. Green said that on IU’s campus the best proactive method is not an official method, but 

is centered on informal change and peer-to-peer conversations, starting with something small 

and leading up to a more important topic. She also mentioned a program called My Student 

Body, which provides students with an overview of various topics including alcohol use and 

sexual consent.  

 

In response to Mr. Bepko’s question about the campus culture, Ms. Green said it depended on 

the group of students, but said majority of students would agree that sexual violence is 

inappropriate and unacceptable and Indiana’s campus cultures as a whole are very positive. 

She clarified that there is a communication gap and many students are unaware of what is 

considered sexual assault.  

 

Ms. Rollock added that fraternity and sorority communities are sensitive to these issues and 

are taking steps to address them. She mentioned the Walk a Mile in Her Shoes campaign and 

the Take Back the Night march, initiatives engaged in spreading awareness and support for 

domestic violence and sexual abuse victims, and that many of Purdue’s fraternity and sorority 

communities are involved in these efforts locally.  
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Mr. Murphy asked the panelist if they partner with hospitals around campus for counseling 

and testing services and what responsibilities do they have, both legally and morally, to on 

campus versus off campus activities? 

 

In response, Ms. Rollock, stated that Purdue does interact with local medical providers, crisis 

centers and shelters, and they are aware of Purdue’s policies and procedures. She said these 

partnerships are important so that students have access to these services 24/7 and can receive 

the support they need. 

 

Ms. Aigotti stated that the issue is still addressed on campus if the incident involves one of 

Butler’s students, because even though the incident occurred off campus, the after effects of it 

still affect the campus community. 

 

In response to Mr. Murphy’s question about policing off campus housing, Ms. Aigotti said 

that if an allegation is made involving a Butler student then she would still address the issue, 

though they are not policing these areas and these issues are normally brought to her attention 

through a police report. 

 

In her closing comments, Representative Hale described youth culture today as highly 

sexualized. She said that although rape is a crime of violence and not of sexuality, it goes 

back to not having a clear statewide definition of consent in Indiana, and many people do not 

consider themselves offenders or rapists because there is a lack of understanding of consent. 

She said that it is important to be proactive rather than reactive, and raise young people to 

have good, clear expectations of consent and healthy attitudes toward sexuality.  

 

Ms. Green said in closing that the response efforts and the prevention efforts for sexual 

assault on campus need to have a network of services, and there are many groups and 

organizations working toward to address this issue on IU Bloomington’s campus. She said 

that Indiana has the ability to do that if we all are coordinated in our efforts. 

 

In closing, Ms. Aigotti mentioned the importance of victim advocates and the benefit of a 

new State law that could provide protection to the victim advocate to remain completely 

confidential. This would be a resource for students if they were unsure if they wanted to 

move forward with full reporting but wanted to tell someone about their experience. She said 

that victim advocates cannot remain completely confidential under current State law due to 

the Clery Act, protection for victim advocates in this area would be a great step forward. 

 

Ms. Rollock said she agreed that confidentiality for victim advocates would encourage more 

people to report acts of sexual violence, and mentioned that medical insurance is another 

barrier of reporting. Many college students are covered under their parent’s insurance, and are 

often hesitant to make their family aware of their experience by using insurance to get the 

treatment they need. She said this is particularly common in male victims, and it would be 

worth considering if those explanations of benefits, for those 18 years of age or older, could 

be provided to the student and not to the holder of the insurance policy. She also encouraged 

more consideration for victim survivors’ record sensitivity from law enforcement, as this is 

another barrier for reporting.  

 

Chairman Bland thanked the panelists for their insightful contributions to the discussion. 
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III. BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

A. 2015-2017 Postsecondary Budget Recommendations 

 

Chairman Bland invited Mr. Peterson, Chairman of the Budget and Productivity Committee, to 

provide additional context on the budget being submitted for approval.  

 

Mr. Peterson reiterated Commissioner Lubbers’ commendation to Mr. Hawkins, Ms. Ancel and 

their entire teams both in the process itself of bringing information to the Commission but in 

improving the technology and other aspects that have been helpful to the universities as they 

provide the information. He additionally thanked the universities for their diligence in providing 

this information. He said that throughout the development of this budget recommendation, the 

committee tried to maintain some key principles, many of which are included in Reaching 

Higher, Achieving More, and at the same time, maintaining a focus on the performance funding 

process. 

 

Mr. Peterson explained the main points of the budget recommendation; the recommendation 

includes that the State continue its steady increase in the performance funding formula moving 

from 6% in 2015 to 7% in 2016 and 8% in 2017, funded with just over 3% new money as well as 

a base reallocation of 4% in 2016 and 5% in 2017. The recommendation included the 

continuation of the same metrics in the previous biennium performance funding formula, and in 

regards to debt service, includes the recommendation to fund each of the institution’s currently 

outstanding debt as well as their priority one capital projects put forth to the Commission. As it 

relates to line items, the recommendation includes continuing to fund existing line items from 

prior biennium with no more than a 3.23% increase, and that 3.23% is consistent with the 

increase recommended for the operating increase. As it relates to formula driven items, the 

recommendation includes both fuel credit and repair and rehabilitation, both of which have been 

historically funded through a specific formula, continue to be funded according to the formula 

used in the last biennium. For student financial aid funds, including both the Frank O’Bannon 

need-based grant and any other specialized programs, that funding is flat-lined from the previous 

biennium. For the 21
st
 Century Scholars Program, which is funded at a statutory formula by the 

Legislature, the recommendation includes the advisory recommendation and information related 

to the expectation of funding level required to meet the constraints put in place by the Legislature 

as it relates to the students that have been grandfathered to receive 21
st
 Century Scholar funding. 

The Commission operating budget is recommended to be cut by 3%, reflecting the commitment 

to the operating efficiencies that have been requested of all State agencies. 

 

Mr. Peterson said that overall, the recommendation reflects a higher education increase of 3.9% 

from fiscal year from 2015 to 2016 and an increase overall of 3.5% from 2015 to 2017. He 

thanked the Budget Productivity Committee members for the hours of thought and diligence on 

this recommendation.  

 

R-14-08.2 RESOLVED: That the Commission for Higher Education approves by consent 

the 2015-2017 Postsecondary Budget Recommendations, in accordance with the 

background information provided in this agenda item: 

 

 2015-2017 Postsecondary Budget Recommendation (Motion – 

Murphy, second – Fisher, unanimously approved) 

 

 

 



  Minutes – November 13, 2014 

 

B. Academic Degree Programs for Expedited Action 

 

R-14-08.3 RESOLVED: That the Commission for Higher Education approves by consent 

the following degree programs, in accordance with the background information 

provided in this agenda item: 

 

 Master of Art in Emerging Media Design and Development to be 

offered by Ball State University  

 Ph.D. in Informatics to be offered by Indiana University-Purdue 

University Indianapolis (IU) (Motion – Fisher, second – Bepko, 

unanimously approved) 

 

C. Capital Projects for Expedited Action 

 

R-14-08.4 RESOLVED:  That the Commission for Higher Education recommends 

approval to the State Budget Agency and the State Budget Committee the 

following project: 

 

 Purdue University West Lafayette – Wade Utility Plant Boiler 5 

Dry Sorbent Injection System  

 Purdue University West Lafayette – McCutcheon Hall – 

University  

  Residences Bathroom Renovation – Phase IV (Motion – Fisher, 

second – Hubbard, unanimously approved) 

 

D. Capital Projects for Full Discussion 

 

1. Purdue University – Purdue Airport Long Runway 10/28 Rehabilitation 

 

Mr. Dominick Chase, Senior Financial Analyst, presented this project and Mr. Kevin 

Green, Assistant Director for Capital Planning at Purdue University, was present to 

answer any questions regarding the project.  

 

In response to Ms. Duarte De Suarez’s questions about whether this was an expansion or 

being built to increase capacity, Mr. Green said that this project was rehabilitation on the 

runway. Mr. Green said that this is an existing and longstanding operation at Purdue, 

opened in 1930 and was the first airport operated by a University. He went on to discuss 

Purdue having the first college course for credit and first Bachelor Degree in Aviation. 

He said the last renovation was in 1996-1997 and the runway is due for maintenance.    

 

Mr. Chase gave the staff recommendation. 

 

R-14-08.5 RESOLVED:  That the Commission for Higher Education recommends 

approval to the State Budget Agency and the State Budget Committee the 

following project:  

 

 Purdue University – Purdue Airport Long Runway 10/28 

Rehabilitation (Motion – Duarte De Suarez, second – Correll, 

unanimously approved) 
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IV. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

A. Proposals for New Degree Programs, Schools, or Colleges Awaiting Commission Action 

 

B. Requests for Degree Program Related Changes on Which Staff Have Taken Routine Staff 

Action 

 

C. Capital Projects Awaiting Action 

 

D. Media Coverage 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Ms. Correll mentioned that she will be hosting a meeting of the Student Completion Council this 

afternoon from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in this room. Agenda items include idea sharing and sharing of 

success stories of campus safety strategies on campuses around the state. Ms. Correll invited the 

members of the Commission to join the discussion and stated that the results of the meeting 

would be available for members of the Commission after the meeting. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 There was none. 

    

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 P.M. 

 

  ___________________________ 

  Dennis Bland, Chair 

   

  ___________________________ 

  Susana Duarte De Suarez, Secretary                               


